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186 COLUMBIA LAW REVIEW 

(D. C. 1916) 236 Fed. 604. The instant case rightly follows this decision. 
The plaintiff has other adequate remedies; the defendant is in no way responsi- 
ble for the wrongful collection, and it would be great injustice to make him 
personally liable, as would result were a judgment taken against him. 

Trials— Extended Examination by the Judge.— In the course of a jury 
trial, the judge examined the defendant at great length. The jury rendered 
a verdict for the plaintiff. The defendant contends that the- extended examina- 
tion by the trial judge was error. Held, a new trial should be ordered since the 
extended examination must have prejudiced the minds of the jury. David & Co. 
v. Ginsberg (Sup. Ct. App. T. 1921) 188 N. Y. Supp. 72. 

Examination by the trial judge which indicates that he disbelieves the wit- 
ness is reversible error because the court influences the jury in determining the 
credit to be given to the witness. Barlow v. Parsons (1901) 73 Conn. 696, 49 
Atl. 205; Hudson v. Hudson (1892) 90 Ga. 581, 16 S. E. 349. There is no reversi- 
ble error merely in the improper examination of a witness when the verdict shows 
no prejudice has resulted. Knox v. Fuller (1900) 23 Wash. 34, 62 Pac. 131. An 
examination which is conducted in such a fashion that it indicates that the judge 
is on the side of one party is ground for reversal. Bolte v. Third Ave. R. R. 
(1899) 38 App. Div. 234, 56 N. Y. Supp. 1038. But the instant case goes further 
and says that the mere extended examination gives rise to prejudice. It seems 
difficult to sustain such a position, for if the questions asked by the judge are 
proper and do not indicate his views' on the issue, it is impossible to see how 
either side can have been prejudiced. The better view seems to be that mere 
active questioning by the trial judge is not a ground for a new trial. Bauer v. 
Beall (1890) 14 Colo. 317, 23 Pac. 345. Not the length but the character, of the 
examination is its objectionable feature. 

Usury — Equitable Relief — Payment or Tender of Amount Due. — A Rhode 
Island usury statute made a violation punishable as a misdemeanor and gave the 
borrower an action at law to recover any portion of the principal or interest paid 
upon an usurious contract. The plaintiff filed a bill in equity for the cancellation 
and surrender of a note made by him to the defendant for money loaned at an 
usurious rate of interest. Held, inter alia, the plaintiff must tender the principal 
of the loan, with legal interest, before equity will grant relief. Moncrief v. Palmer 
(R. I. 1921) 114 Atl. 181. 

Usurious contracts are void by statute and so are unenforceable at law. Equity 
likewise recognizes their invalidity and denies relief to a lender who seeks enforce- 
ment of an usurious obligation, irrespective of repayment by the borrower. Union 
Bank v. Bell (1862) 14 Ohio St. 200. But where the borrower asks affirmative 
relief he must first pay or tender the loan with legal interest. Fanning v. Dunham 
(N. Y. 1821) 5 Johns. Ch. 122. This rule is based on the maxim that "he who seeks, 
equity must do equity." See Bollinger v. Edwards (1847) 39 N. C. 449, 452. For 
in the view of the equity court it would be against conscience that the borrower 
should have relief and at the same time pocket the money loaned. The rule has 
been abrogated by statute in some states. N. Y. Cons. Laws (1909) c. 25, § 377. 
Where the loan has been repaid with legal interest, the borrower may replevy the 
instrument evidencing the indebtedness. Griswold v. Dugane (1910) 148 Iowa 504, 
127 N. W. 664. Since this is an adequate legal remedy it would seem on strict 
grounds that in such a case equity should have no jurisdiction. Under the ordi- 
nary usury statute, where the borrower cannot recover money he has repaid, the 
practice followed in the instant case seems sound. But where, as in Rhode Island 
he can recover back at law any repayment he has made, the decision is directly con- 



